
RESONANCE 

Topics for Discussion 

1. Art and Ways of Seeing 
Early in Resonance, George Whitman claims that Cézanne taught Hemingway how to see—
and that this way of seeing helped shape Hemingway’s writing. 

2. Paris as More Than a Setting 
Paris in the 1920s was a hotbed of artistic innovation in virtually every sphere of creativity. 

• What role does Paris play in Resonance? Does it function merely as a setting, or does 
it shape the characters’ desires, risks, and possibilities? 

Sophie feels compelled to walk the city after reading Anna’s diary. 

• How can one art form influence another? How can a writer, whose medium is
consumed in chronological or linear order, be influenced by a painter, whose visual art
form is consumed in any order? In what ways does Resonance itself feel shaped by
visual or sculptural thinking? 

Hemingway famously described his writing as an “iceberg,” with much of its meaning lying
beneath the surface. 

• Do you experience similar layers or submerged emotional depth in Resonance? Where 
do you feel the novel’s weight most strongly? 

Both Sophie and Anna read Hemingway closely. 

• How does Sophie respond to The Sun Also Rises? If you have read it, do you agree
with her interpretation? How does her reading shape your understanding of her
character? 

• Did the portrayal of Hemingway surprise you? Where do you land as a reader in the
debate over whether to read books by authors who may not be admirable or likable? 

Anna responds intensely—emotionally and intellectually—to Hemingway’s early short
stories. 

• How do those stories influence her feelings for him? In what ways do they shape her
development as an artist? 

This book covers many topics, including the creative process. How does Anna's
process differ from that of Bourdelle, Cezanne, or Hemingway? 

• 

Dance—especially the tango—appears twice in the novel. 

• Why might dance, with its emphasis on the body, risk, and intimacy, be central to both 
women’s relationships? 



Anna’s life is marked by early loss. 

• How do her parents’ deaths shape her emotional life and artistic vision? 

Anna’s relationship with her grandfather plays a formative role. 

• What does that relationship give her that she does not receive elsewhere? 

Why does Anna’s story resonate so powerfully with Sophie? 

• What is Sophie inheriting through the diary—emotionally, psychologically, or 
artistically? 

Trauma can be intergenerational. In what ways do Sophie and Anna heal, or begin to
heal, each other? 

• 

• Why does she feel this imperative? How does the diary change the way she 
experiences Paris? Would those encounters have felt the same without Anna’s words? 

The novel is populated by historical figures such as Sylvia Beach, Ernest Hemingway, and
Antoine Bourdelle. 

• How does the presence of real historical figures affect your reading of the novel?
Does it deepen your immersion or complicate it? 

Resonance moves between two timelines—1971 and the interwar years—and unfolds through
both narrative and diary form. 

• How does the dual structure affect your experience as a reader? What does the 
movement between past and present make possible that a single timeline might not? 

The novel is dominated by women’s voices. 

• How does the relative absence of men’s interior voices shape the story? Does it feel
like a deliberate choice, a corrective, or something else? 

• Nancy Willard pushed against the idea to "write what you know" by saying "write 
what you understand." What do the two male authors of this novel understand? And
what might they not understand? 

The diary is both a private document and a discovered artifact. 

• What does the diary allow Anna to express—or become—that might not be possible 
in another form? 

Both main characters suffer from insecurities but are confident in their good looks.
What does this say across cultures about the treatment of women? Have things
improved for women, or not? 

• 

4. Narrative Structure and Voice 

3. Memory, Loss, and Inheritance 



If you’d like to invite the authors to meet with your book group, please use the contact form to
reach out to them. Thank you! 

The title suggests relationships -- echoes across time, art, and identity. 

• In what ways do Anna’s life and work echo in Sophie’s? 

• What does the novel suggest about how meaning is transmitted—through art, 
memory, place, or relationship? 

A theme of this novel is discovery - of partisans, of new ways of writing, and of self.
What did you discover as a reader? 

• 

After finishing Resonance, what stayed with you longest—the story, the voices, the art, the
setting, or something harder to name? 

To enrich your book discussion of Resonance consider the following activities: 
1. Serve French wine or French coffee. 

2. Bring croissants or baguettes and French cheese. 

3. Or serve a sampling of “Baba ghanoush, tabbouleh, warak enab, kibbeh, manakish, 
mashawi, fattoush, knafeh.” 

4. Have maps of Paris and Europe available. Use the maps to trace where different 
characters traveled, both within Paris and on the continent. 

5. Share pictures of fashions from both the 1920s and the early 1970s. 

6. Deepen your knowledge of characters based on real-life people whom you didn't 
know before reading the novel. What more do you learn about them? 

7. Look at images of works created by artists appearing in the book – Bourdelle, Pascin, 
Frankel, etc. 

8. Visit the website of Shakespeare and Company in Paris. 

9. Consider other art from the novel’s time periods, such as music. 

10. If you're lucky enough to be in Paris, consider visiting sites referenced in the novel. 

For Book Groups 

5. Resonance and Meaning 
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